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Abstract 

This document applies biblical standards of spiritual discernment to specific modern spiritual 

phenomena, demonstrating how Scripture must govern evaluation of signs, experiences, and 

supernatural claims. Rather than remaining theoretical, the analysis moves from principle to 

practice—testing real-world examples against the explicit commands, patterns, and warnings 

found in the Word of God. 

Using clear case studies, including manifestations such as “gold dust,” frequent heaven-visit 

testimonies, and claimed direct conversations with Jesus, the document exposes how counterfeit 

spirituality often mirrors biblical language and imagery while diverging sharply in fruit, 

authority structure, and relationship to Scripture. The analysis highlights a consistent danger: 

experiences that elevate sensation over repentance, confer authority beyond Scripture, or 

normalize repeatable supernatural access. 

The purpose is not mockery or sensationalism, but protection. Scripture commands believers to 

test the spirits, not to assume that power, beauty, or emotional impact indicate divine origin. By 

grounding discernment in objective biblical criteria rather than subjective experience, this work 

equips readers to recognize counterfeit light and remain anchored in truth, humility, and 

obedience. 

Purpose & Scope 

Purpose. 

To demonstrate how biblical discernment principles must be applied concretely to contemporary 

spiritual claims, and to equip believers with practical tools for evaluating modern signs, 

manifestations, and testimonies. 

Scope. 

This document: 

• Applies Scripture-based discernment tests to real-world examples. 

• Evaluates modern supernatural claims using biblical precedent. 

• Compares biblical patterns with contemporary experiential practices. 

• Identifies New Age and occult parallels where applicable. 

• Reinforces Scripture as the final authority over all experiences. 

• Provides practical diagnostic questions and fruit tests for teaching and training. 
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What this document is not. 

It is not an attack on individuals, a denial of the supernatural, or an attempt to limit God’s power. 

It is an application of Scripture’s command to test all spirits and hold fast to what is true. 

 

Foundational Premise 

1. Scriptural standards govern all spiritual evaluation. 

Experiences do not validate themselves; they must be tested against God’s revealed 

Word. 

2. Counterfeits are most dangerous when they resemble truth. 

Scripture warns that deceptive signs often appear holy, powerful, and Christ-centered 

while subtly bypassing repentance and obedience. 

3. Authority must never shift from Scripture to experience. 

Any spiritual claim that grants authority, revelation, or instruction beyond Scripture is 

inherently suspect. 

4. Fruit reveals source. 

True spiritual encounters produce humility, repentance, obedience, and deeper 

submission to God; counterfeit encounters produce fascination, dependence, and 

authority inflation. 

5. Rarity and restraint characterize biblical encounters. 

Scripture presents genuine supernatural encounters as God-initiated, rare, non-repeatable, 

and marked by fear of the Lord—not routine access or spectacle. 

 

Spiritual Discernment Applied 
Example 1: Gold Dust from Heaven 

Where the “Gold Dust” Teaching Comes From (Historically) 

 

The idea largely emerged in: 
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• 1990s–2000s charismatic revival movements 

• Associated with meetings influenced by Toronto Blessing, Brownsville, and later 

Bethel-style experiential spirituality 

• Strong overlap with New Age concepts such as: 

o “Manifest glory” 

o “Vibrational light” 

o “Materialized blessing” 

o “Signs in the atmosphere” 

It was never a historic Christian doctrine, nor is it found in: 

• Early Church writings 

• Church Fathers 

• Reformation theology 

• Jewish Temple theology 

• Apostolic practice 

 

Is There Scriptural Evidence? 

1. Gold in Scripture — What It Actually Represents 

Gold does appear in Scripture, but never as glitter falling on worshippers. 

Examples: 

• Exodus 25–30 – Gold used in the Tabernacle (structure, not spectacle) 

• 1 Kings 6 – Gold in the Temple, fixed and purposeful 

• Revelation 21 – Gold in the New Jerusalem, not in church services 

Key point: 

Gold in Scripture is crafted, weighed, measured, and assigned — never spontaneously 

sprinkled as a sign. 

 

2. God’s Glory — How It Actually Manifests Biblically 

When God’s glory appears: 

• It produces awe, repentance, fear of the Lord, obedience 

• It often incapacitates, not entertains 
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Examples: 

• Exodus 40:34–35 – Glory fills the Tabernacle, priests cannot stand 

• Isaiah 6 – Isaiah repents: “Woe is me” 

• Acts 2 – Fire appears, but results in repentance and obedience, not spectacle-seeking 

There is no biblical instance of: 

• Glitter 

• Gold flakes 

• Sparkling dust 

• “Heavenly confetti” 

 

3. Biblical Warnings That Directly Apply 

This is where discernment becomes critical. 

2 Corinthians 11:14 

“Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

Matthew 24:24 

“False christs and false prophets will perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, 

even the elect.” 

Colossians 2:18 

“Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on visions, puffed up without reason.” 

The danger sign is not supernatural activity itself — 

it is spectacle divorced from repentance, holiness, and obedience. 

 

Why This Aligns With New Age, Not Biblical Christianity 

New Age Parallels 

• “Gold light” = prosperity vibration 

• “Manifest glory” = law of attraction 

• “Visible abundance” = proof of spiritual alignment 

Biblical Christianity 

• Glory leads to repentance 
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• Signs confirm truth, not replace it 

• God’s power produces fruit, not fascination 

Galatians 5:22–23 

The Spirit is measured by fruit, not phenomena. 

 

A Simple Biblical Test (1 John 4:1) 

Ask four questions: 

1. Does it exalt Christ or the experience? 

2. Does it lead to repentance or fascination? 

3. Does it produce obedience or dependency on manifestations? 

4. Is it anchored in Scripture or explained away as “mystery”? 

Gold-dust teachings fail all four. 

 

Bottom Line (Clear Answer) 

•   No biblical precedent 

•   No apostolic teaching 

•   No historic Christian doctrine 

•     Strong alignment with New Age manifestation theology 

•     Fits biblical warnings about deceptive signs 

Conclusion: 

The modern “gold dust/glitter falling” phenomenon is not from God and is best understood as a 

counterfeit sign — a sensory substitute for true spiritual fruit. 

Example 2: Frequent Visits to Heaven 

Is There Scriptural Precedent for People “Going to Heaven 

and Talking with Jesus”? 
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Short answer: 

     There are extremely rare biblical exceptions — and modern claims like those made by 

Kat Kerr do NOT match the biblical pattern. 

 

What DOES Scripture Actually Show? 

1. Paul — the clearest biblical case 

2 Corinthians 12:2–4 

Paul says: 

• He was “caught up” (passive — not self-initiated) 

• He does not know if it was in the body or out 

• He heard things he was NOT permitted to repeat 

• He waited 14 years to mention it 

• He never used it to establish authority 

     Key contrast: 

Paul does not give tours, descriptions, or conversations. 

He emphasizes humility and restraint, not revelation-sharing. 

 

2. Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, John 

These prophets: 

• Received visions initiated by God 

• Were often overwhelmed, terrified, or incapacitated 

• Were given specific messages for repentance and judgment 
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• NEVER framed experiences as: 

o Entertainment 

o Repeated visits 

o Personal status elevation 

Examples: 

• Isaiah 6 – “Woe is me” 

• Ezekiel 1 – Falls facedown 

• Daniel 10 – Strength leaves him 

• Revelation 1 – John falls “as though dead” 

     Biblical encounters humble — they do not exalt. 

 

What Scripture Explicitly Warns Against 

1. Unauthorized heavenly claims 

Colossians 2:18 

“Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on visions, puffed up without reason by a sensuous 

mind.” 

This is one of the clearest warnings in the New Testament against: 

• People who claim visions 

• Use those visions to gain influence 

• Go beyond what Scripture teaches 

 

2. Masquerading as light 

2 Corinthians 11:14 

“Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

This matters because: 

• Heaven imagery is the most convincing disguise 

• Deception works best when it feels holy 

• Satan does not appear as evil — he appears as “Jesus-like” 
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Major Red Flags with Modern “Heaven Visit” Testimonies 

Biblical Pattern Modern Heaven-Visit Pattern 

Rare Frequent 

God-initiated Self-initiated 

Minimal description Highly detailed 

No self-promotion Platform-building 

Focus on repentance Focus on fascination 

Scripture-centered Experience-centered 

 

New Age Parallels (This Is Important) 

Many modern claims closely resemble: 

• Astral projection 

• Spirit travel 

• Guided visualization 

• Shamanic journeying 

• “Higher realm” access teachings 

These are explicitly forbidden in Scripture: 

Deuteronomy 18:10–12 

God condemns: 

• Spiritists 

• Mediums 

• Those who seek hidden realms apart from Him 

Even if Christian language is used, the method and fruit matter. 

 

Theological Problem That Cannot Be Reconciled 

Hebrews 1:1–2 

God now speaks through His Son — revealed in Scripture. 
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If people: 

• Regularly receive new conversations 

• Get new instructions 

• Share extra-biblical revelations 

Then functionally: 

   Scripture becomes insufficient 

   Authority shifts from the Word to the visionary 

That is not biblical Christianity. 

 

Final Discernment Verdict 

Is there biblical precedent? 

  Yes — but extremely rare, tightly controlled, and non-repeatable 

Do modern repeated “heaven visit” claims align with Scripture? 

  No 

Do they align with biblical warnings? 

    Yes — very closely 

Best biblical classification: 

A counterfeit spiritual experience — whether consciously fabricated, psychologically 

induced, or spiritually deceptive 

 

One-Line Discernment Rule (Very Important) 

If an experience gives someone authority that Scripture does not — it is not from God. 

DISCERNMENT CHART (EXPANDED) 

Biblical Signs vs. Counterfeit Signs 
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Foundational Test — 1 John 4:1 

“Test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” 

 

11. HEAVEN VISITS & DIRECT CONVERSATIONS 

WITH JESUS 

Biblical Pattern vs. Modern Claims 

Biblical Encounters Counterfeit / Deceptive Claims 

Extremely rare Frequent or routine 

God-initiated, never sought Self-initiated or “learned” 

Passive (“caught up”) Active (“I went,” “I travel”) 

Minimal detail Elaborate detail 

Often non-repeatable Repeatable on demand 

No platform-building Used to build authority 

Produces humility Produces spiritual celebrity 

 

SCRIPTURAL PRECEDENT (VERY LIMITED) 

Paul — the controlling example 

2 Corinthians 12:2–4 

Key features: 

• “Caught up” (not intentional travel) 

• Unsure if bodily or not 
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• Forbidden to speak what he heard 

• Waited 14 years to mention it 

• Used to teach humility, not authority 

     Paul never: 

• Described heaven’s décor 

• Quoted conversations 

• Claimed repeated visits 

• Used the experience to gain followers 

 

PROPHETIC VISIONS (ISAIAH, EZEKIEL, DANIEL, JOHN) 

Common elements: 

• God-initiated visions 

• Physical collapse or fear 

• Commission tied to repentance or judgment 

• No casual dialogue 

• No entertainment framing 

Examples: 

• Isaiah 6 – “Woe is me” 

• Ezekiel 1 – Fell facedown 

• Daniel 10 – Strength left him 

• Revelation 1 – John fell as though dead 

 

BIBLICAL WARNINGS THAT DIRECTLY APPLY 

1. Insisting on visions 

Colossians 2:18 

“Insisting on visions, puffed up without reason…” 

This warns against: 

• Vision-based authority 

• Experience replacing Scripture 

• Spiritual elitism through revelation 
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2. Masquerading as Christ 

2 Corinthians 11:14 

“Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

    The most dangerous deception looks holy, sounds loving, and claims intimacy with 

Jesus. 

 

3. Final revelation standard 

Hebrews 1:1–2 

God now speaks: 

• Through His Son 

• Preserved in Scripture 

   Regular new conversations = functional denial of Scriptural sufficiency 

 

NEW AGE PARALLELS (DISCERNMENT ALERT) 

Many modern “heaven visit” narratives mirror: 

• Astral projection 

• Spirit travel 

• Guided visualization 

• Shamanic journeying 

• “Higher realm” access, frequency ascension  

These practices fall under what Scripture forbids: 

Deuteronomy 18:10–12 

Even when Christian language is used, the method and fruit reveal the source. 
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FRUIT TEST (THE DECISIVE MEASURE) 

Biblical Fruit Counterfeit Fruit 

Greater reverence Fascination 

Scripture submission Experience dependence 

Repentance Spectacle 

Humility Spiritual authority inflation 

Maturity Discernment suppression 

Matthew 7:16 — “You will know them by their fruits.” 

 

ONE-SENTENCE DISCERNMENT RULE (ADD THIS TO 

THE CHART HEADER) 

If an experience gives someone authority, knowledge, or instruction beyond Scripture, it is 

not from God — regardless of how holy it appears. 

 

CLASSIFICATION FOR TRAINING PURPOSES 

Repeated heaven-visit testimonies should be categorized as: 

•   Not biblically normative 

•     Directly warned against in Scripture 

•     Aligned with New Age spiritual mechanics 

•   Functionally undermining Scriptural sufficiency 

 

If you want next: 

• I can merge this into a single master table (Sections 1–11) 

• Convert it into a Senate / Republic teaching slide 

• Add a short pastoral exit guide for people caught in these movements 

• Overlay this onto your Seven Pillars of Satanic Deception framework 

Just tell me how you want to deploy it. 

merge this into a single master table (Sections 1–11)  
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Below is the single, unified MASTER DISCERNMENT TABLE merging Sections 1–11 into 

one continuous framework, suitable for printing, teaching, Senate/Republic training, or 

publication. 

This table preserves Scriptural authority as the governing standard, while clearly exposing 

counterfeit signs, manifestations, and heaven-visit claims. 

Section 11 Clarifier (Embedded Rule for the Table) 

Biblical Pattern: 

• “Caught up,” not self-directed 

• Uncertainty of bodily state 

• Forbidden to repeat details 

• Produces humility 

Modern Counterfeit Pattern: 

• Repeated “trips” to heaven 

• Casual dialogue with Jesus 

• Detailed descriptions 

• Platform-building authority 

       Colossians 2:18 — “Insisting on visions…” 

 

ONE-LINE GOVERNING RULE (PLACE AT TOP OR 

BOTTOM OF TABLE) 

If an experience grants authority, revelation, or instruction beyond Scripture, it is not from 

God — regardless of how holy or loving it appears. 

 

FINAL CLASSIFICATION (FOR TRAINING USE) 

Counterfeit signs are characterized by: 

• Sensory dominance over Scripture 

• Experience replacing repentance 

• Authority derived from visions 

• Suppression of discernment 
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Biblical signs are characterized by: 

• Scripture supremacy 

• Repentance and obedience 

• Humility and fear of the Lord 

• Long-term spiritual maturity 

 

CASE STUDY COMPARISON 

Paul vs. “Modern Heaven Tourism” 

Governing Text — 2 Corinthians 12:2–4 

“Caught up… whether in the body or out of the body I do not know… heard things that cannot 

be told.” 

 

Side-by-Side Analysis 

Category Paul (Biblical Standard) Modern “Heaven Tourism” Pattern 

Initiation 
Entirely God-initiated (“caught 

up”) 
Often self-initiated (“I went,” “I travel”) 

Frequency Once, referenced reluctantly Repeated / routine 

Control Passive; no technique Active; sometimes taught or modeled 

Bodily State Uncertain (in body or out) Usually asserted with confidence 

Permission to 

Speak 
Forbidden to share details Encouraged to share extensive detail 

Detail Level Minimal 
Highly descriptive (tours, décor, 

conversations) 

Timing of 

Disclosure 
14 years later Immediate public release 

Use of Experience Teaches humility Establishes authority 

Platform Effect Downplays self Builds audience / influence 

Christ Focus Christ exalted; self minimized Experience and messenger emphasized 

Fruit Produced Humility, endurance, obedience Fascination, dependency, celebrity 

Relation to 

Scripture 
Scripture remains supreme Experience can reinterpret Scripture 

Replicability Non-repeatable Often repeatable / expected 

Discernment 

Posture 
Restraint; fear of the Lord Confidence; expectation of access 
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Paul’s Own Interpretation (Crucial) 

Paul immediately frames the event against pride: 

2 Corinthians 12:7 — “To keep me from becoming conceited…” 

     Interpretive rule: 

If a heavenly experience increases status, it is already failing Paul’s standard. 

 

Why Paul Is the Controlling Example 

Paul is: 

• An apostle 

• Personally commissioned by Christ 

• Explicitly cautious about visions 

• Determined to keep Scripture central 

Yet even Paul: 

• Does not teach heaven-travel 

• Does not quote Jesus from private conversations 

• Does not invite others to seek the same experience 

 

Biblical Warnings That Apply Directly 

• Colossians 2:18 — “Insisting on visions… puffed up without reason.” 

• 2 Corinthians 11:14 — “Satan masquerades as an angel of light.” 

• Hebrews 1:1–2 — God’s final revelation is in the Son, preserved in Scripture. 

Implication: Recurrent private conversations that add instruction or authority functionally 

displace Scriptural sufficiency. 

 

Diagnostic Questions (Use as a Teaching Slide) 

1. Is the experience rare or routine? 
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2. Did it increase humility or authority? 

3. Are details restricted or marketed? 

4. Does Scripture judge the experience, or does the experience judge Scripture? 

5. Does it produce repentance and obedience, or fascination and dependence? 

If the answers align with the right column, the source is not biblical. 

 

Bottom-Line Verdict 

Paul’s encounter = rare, restrained, humbling, Scripture-protective. 

Modern “heaven tourism” = repeatable, detailed, authority-building, experience-centric. 

Rule to print: 

Any “heaven experience” that confers authority beyond Scripture is not from God, 

regardless of how loving or vivid it appears. 

Summary & Conclusion 

This document demonstrates that when biblical discernment is faithfully applied, many popular 

modern spiritual phenomena fail Scripture’s own tests. Manifestations such as “gold dust” and 

repeated heaven-visit testimonies lack biblical precedent, mirror New Age spiritual mechanics, 

and align closely with explicit biblical warnings against counterfeit signs and vision-based 

authority. 

The analysis reinforces a critical truth: Scripture does not deny the supernatural, but it strictly 

governs it. God’s glory produces repentance, obedience, humility, and fear of the Lord—not 

fascination, spectacle, or spiritual celebrity. Experiences that elevate sensation over 

sanctification, or confer authority beyond the Word, undermine the sufficiency of Scripture and 

expose believers to deception. 

By applying discernment concretely rather than abstractly, this work restores confidence in 

God’s standards and removes confusion created by experience-driven spirituality. The safeguard 

God provides is not suppression of discernment, but obedience to it. 

The conclusion is firm and protective: 

Any spiritual experience that grants authority, revelation, or instruction beyond Scripture 

is not from God—regardless of how vivid, loving, or supernatural it appears. 

 


