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The Word and the word: Distinguishing the 

Living Christ from the Written Revelation 

 

Purpose of This Chapter 

This chapter establishes a foundational doctrinal distinction that is essential for rightly dividing 

scripture: 

• The difference between “the word of God” (scripture / spoken revelation)  

• And “the Word of God” (the Lord Jesus Christ Himself)  

This distinction is not grammatical alone—it is doctrinal, structural, and revelatory, and when 

properly understood, it unlocks clarity across the entire Bible. 

 

Foundational Premise 

Scripture reveals two closely related but distinct manifestations of God’s communication: 

1. The written or spoken word of God (minuscule “w”) 

→ God’s expressed revelation through scripture, prophets, and speech  

2. The living Word of God (majuscule “W”) 

→ The Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the embodiment of God  

Failure to distinguish these leads to doctrinal confusion. 

Proper distinction brings unity and clarity. 

 

Section I — The Word (Majuscule “W”): The Lord Jesus 

Christ 

There are specific occurrences in scripture where “Word” is capitalized, and each refers 

directly to the person of Jesus Christ. 

Key Scriptures 

John 1:1 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 



 

Ted Hendrix & Bryed Billerbeck SoY ©            Copyright 2026-4-12 
 

John 1:14 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

1 John 1:1 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;” 

1 John 5:7 

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 

these three are one.” 

Revelation 19:13 

“And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.” 

 

Doctrinal Observations 

From these passages: 

• The Word is eternal (“In the beginning…”)  

• The Word is God  

• The Word became flesh (incarnation)  

• The Word is one with the Father and the Holy Ghost  

• The Word has a name → The Word of God  

Thus: 

The Word (W) is not merely communication—He is the Person of God revealed in flesh. 

 

Section II — The word of God (Minuscule “w”): Scripture 

and Divine Speech 

Scripture also contains numerous references to: 

• “the word of God” (lowercase “w”)  

These refer to: 

• God’s spoken commands  

• Prophetic utterances  

• Written scripture  
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Observation notes: 

• There are 48 occurrences of “the word of God” (minuscule “w”) referring to God 

speaking or scripture  

• The 49th and final occurrence appears in:  

Revelation 19:13 

→ where it transitions to “The Word of God” (majuscule “W”) 

 

Structural Insight — The Transition from word to Word 

This progression is not accidental—it is doctrinally precise: 

Pattern 

• First 48 occurrences → God’s spoken or written revelation  

• Final occurrence (49th) → The Person of that revelation  

This forms a complete structure: 

Phase Expression Meaning 

1–48 word of God God speaking 

49 Word of God God revealed in flesh 

 

Numerical Insight (Applying KJV by Numbers Framework) 

49 = 7 × 7 

• 7 = spiritual completion  

• 7 × 7 = perfect spiritual completion  

Thus: 

The progression from word → Word culminates in perfect revelation fulfilled in Christ 

This aligns with: 

• Christ as the fulfillment of all scripture  

• The written word pointing to the Living Word  
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Section III — Relationship Between the Word and the word 

The relationship is not separation—but hierarchy and fulfillment. 

Key Principle 

The word of God (scripture) reveals 

The Word of God (Christ) fulfills 

 

Supporting Scripture 

John 5:39 

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 

of me.” 

 

Doctrinal Chain 

1. God speaks → produces the word of God  

2. The word reveals → points to Christ  

3. Christ comes → as the Word of God  

4. Christ fulfills → all scripture  

 

Section IV — Practical Implications for Right Division 

This distinction is critical for: 

1. Avoiding Doctrinal Error 

Confusing the written word with the person of Christ leads to: 

• Legalism  

• Misapplied doctrine  

• Misplaced authority  

 

2. Understanding Revelation Properly 
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• The Bible is not the end—it is the revelation of the End  

• The written word is a witness, not the object of worship  

 

3. Recognizing Fulfillment in Christ 

• All scripture is complete in Him  

• The Word (Christ) is greater than the word (text)  

 

Section V — Integrated Insight with Our Broader Work 

This chapter serves as a keystone clarification within the entire project: 

• It aligns with rightly dividing the word of truth  

• It strengthens the distinction between:  

o Israel / Church  

o Law / Grace  

o Written revelation / Living fulfillment  

It also reinforces your broader methodological theme: 

God encodes truth not only in words—but in structure, number, and placement 

 

Final Summary 

• The Bible distinguishes between:  

o the word of God → God’s communication  

o the Word of God → Jesus Christ Himself  

• There are:  

o 48 occurrences of the word (communication)  

o 1 final occurrence revealing the Word (Christ)  

• This forms a 49-pattern (7×7): 

→ complete spiritual fulfillment  

 

Closing Statement 
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The written word leads us to the Living Word. 

The voice leads us to the Person. 

The revelation leads us to the Redeemer. 

And His name is called The Word of God. 

 
 


